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Language as a Means of Creeping Aggression
(Russian Policy in the Caucasus Region)

Russian language policy began to form in the first years of the 19th
century. Here we must make a distinction between the two main aspects there-
of: temporal and spatial ones. Both aspects comprise a number of basic levels.

The first level of the temporal aspect is the Russification of the South Ca-
ucasus, namely the introduction of the Russian education in Georgia — Tbilisi
was the place where the very first secular “Russian school” was opened.

The next stage was the Committee for the Restoration of Orthodoxy,
whose aim was the transfer of the Georgian Orthodox Church to the Russian
language-based religious rites.

We must pay special attention to the attempts to substitute the Georgian
script with the Cyrillic alphabet. Two stages must be singled out here: the first
one taking place before the October revolution of 1917, and the second one —
occurring during the Soviet era. It must be emphasized that Nicholas Marr,
who advocated the idea of the global introduction of the universal alphabet,
opposed the introduction of this alphabet for the Georgian and Armenian
languages.

There was the similar situation in the North Caucasus, which by the time
did not have its own alphabet with the exception of the script of 7th-15th
centuries AD, executed in the Georgian graphical system and the first Avar-
language inscriptions, made in Georgian and Arabic graphical systems (1485
AD). The first Avar printed text, executed in the Arabic graphical system, was
published in 1884 in Istanbul. It was a piece of religious literature. In the
period from this moment to the October revolution, there were printed 100
books in total.

The introduction of the Russian graphical system was met with certain
opposition. It was confronted with the Arabic script.

In the Soviet era, the officials carrying out the Russification policy used
the mistake made before and offered the Latin alphabet to the North Caucasian
peoples. This was initiated by the Chairman of the Azerbaijani Central
Committee S. A. Aghamali-oghli. He gave a report on his opinion to V. Lenin,
who dubbed the idea as “the beginning of the cultural revolution among
Turks”.
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By the time, many peoples of the Russian Empire had the scripts based on
the Arabic graphical system. The task of the new, revolutionary government
was to break the links between these peoples and the rest of the Islamic world
and their religion.

“The transfer to the Latin graphical system has a paramount importance —
it tears down the wall between the European and the Muslim cultures,
bringing the East and the West closer together”, said A. Mikoyan, a member
of the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party, during the
conference dedicated to the Latinization of the script in 1925.

This move was followed by the decade-long debates and confrontation.
Eventually, the Caucasians exhausted by the debates and reprisals were made
to consent to the introduction of the “neutral Cyrillic alphabet”.

Here we must make a special mention of the events which ensued after
the Latinization of the alphabets of the Caucasian languages. As we know, in
1862 P. Uslar developed for the Abkhaz language an alphabet based on the
Cyrillic with the addition of several Georgian and Latin graphemes. In 1926,
the Abkhaz language was selected for a linguistic experiment — N. Marr
decided to develop the Abkhazian analytical alphabet as a version of the
intended universal worldwide alphabet — the first step of the introduction of
the universal worldwide language. Marr however could not see the difference
between scholarly transcription and practical alphabet and this is why his idea
was doomed to the failure. Neither the attempts made by N. Yakovlev could
save Marr’s idea from the inevitable collapse. Although he devised a formula
for the mathematical construction of alphabets, still his effort was also in vain.
Perhaps, the cause of this was the fact that he did not take into account the
ideal quality of the Georgian alphabet and the positive experience of the
Caucasian Albanian alphabet in the field of the development of the ideal
alphabet for multi-sound language.

We do not intend to discuss here the attempts to develop alphabets for the
Abkhaz language, since this is the field of the specialists in the Abkhaz
language who can better cope with the task and can better highlight another
example of the Russification policies. We would like simply to state that
Russia managed to succeed in its plans only in the North Caucasus. As for the
propagation of the Orthodox Christianity in the Caucasus region, this effort of
Russia was supported by the Institute for Bible Translation.



