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Manana Tabidze

Protection of the State L anguage Status:
European Experience and Georgia
Summary

While determining the status of the language, specialists are
responsible for making long-termpredictions about the prospects of
possible changes of the already existent linguistic situation. As long as the
fluctuation of status has negative effect on the consolidation of society,
there emerges the threat of linguistic anarchy. ‘Linguistic anarchy is the
condition of linguistic society in poly-ethnic and multilingual society
when centralized regulation of linguistic relations does not take place
within the borders of this state.’

Foreign experts who work on describing linguistic situation of
Georgian identify, mainly find the causes of the problems adequately; in
particular, they admit that the existence of non-Georgian population in
Georgia is determined not by Georgian discrimination policy, but
Russificational policy of the Soviet regime, as the result of which Russia
placed itself between Georgian and non-Georgian population of the
Georgian state, and after the destruction of the Soviet Union and the
removal of Russian from the state system, these populations have actually
remained without the mediator language of communication.
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