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Saint Andrew the First-Called Georgian University of the Patriarchate

of Georgia

The First International Conference of the Kartvelology Centre:

»Actual Problems of Kartvelology“

November 25-26, 2011

Memorandum

Every nation, ethnos or ethnic group has the right to have exhaustive infor-
mation on its own linguistic, ethnic, state and cultural history. Objective human-
itarian science creates a firm foundation for peace between peoples and states,
whereas ,science”, deformed by political purposes, creates a war ideology. It is
fact that biased scientific provisions of different directions greatly harmed all
big and small nations of the world, including the Caucasian peoples. Humani-
tarian science should be oriented towards peace and not towards provoking
confrontation.

A great empire has impressive resources for planning and managing accord-
ing to its own interests science on the conquered small nations. Unfortunately,
Kartvelology could not have escaped such impacts either.

Like other disciplines, Kartvelology has developed intensively during the
last two centuries. Over that period Georgia was mostly annexed by the Russian
Empire; respectively, two radically different approaches towards planning and
development of Kartvelology have clearly taken shape:

1. Quasi-Kartvelology oriented towards the geopolitical interests of the
empire;

2. Scholarly Kartvelology oriented towards the vital interests of the

Georgian nation.
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At present it is especially urgent for Kartvelology to offer critical analysis of
the historical-geographical ideologemes, false ethnic qualifications and pseudo-
scholarly linguistic maps, created by the Russian empire. It is also necessary to
liberate linguistics, historiography, ethnology and other neighbouring branches
from ideologized provisions by means of implementation of joint research with
Abkhazian, Ossetian and other scholars.

After the collapse of the Soviet empire, new opportunities emerged for the
peoples of the Caucasus. Scholars should create a firm foundation in order that
the nations and ethnoses of the Caucasian-Western Asian region perceive ob-
jectively their linguistic-ethnic identity and see each other better. The inter-
national Kartvelological scholarly conference, held on November 25-26, 2011,
took a modest step in this direction.

Scholarly Kartvelology should turn into an interesting arena of researchers
of various countries. Especially Kartvelologists/Caucasologists working in the
states of the Caucasian region - Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Turkey, Rus-
sia/North Caucasus as well as Iran - by organization of joint research and
scholarly forums, are able to activate linguistic, ethnic and culturological stud-
ies in the direction of Georgian- North Caucasian, Georgian-Armenian, Geor-
gian-Turkish, Georgian-Azerbaijanian and Georgian-lranian historical relation-
ship. Exactly implementation of joint scholarly projects will facilitate peace

and mutual respect between communities living in the Caucasus.
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