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Annotation

Megrelian poems and songs are of important significance in folk poetry of Georgian tribes.

Child betrothal was very common form of engagement which remained in the accustomed
reality of mountainous regions.

This tradition even affected on folklore. Child betrothal was arranged by parents agreement, it
was only their wish and one of the customs of match-making, though, it often ended with unhappy
marriage; in some cases they even led to a tragedy. Except of wedding rings, different strange
things were used for engagement. For example flowers, apples, whips, arrows, handkerchiefs,
maize.

Every type of engagement represents different phases of community evolvement and its trace
is noted in every moment of development.

Match-making used to be one of the commonest forms of engagement (Pshav-Khevsuretian
Matching).

While choosing a betrothed great attention was paid to woman’s appearance by Megrelians.
They also took into consideration family backgrounds, high morality, household skills and decency.
This form of choosing a betrothed was characteristic for whole Georgia.

There are some documents in Megrelian folklore which prove that matching did not always
end with marriage. Matching was characteristic for all parts of Georgia, of course, with their
distinguished features of the area. But all took into account family origins and decency, household
skills and appearance. Devotion was the main factor for creating stable and loveable family.

Existing folk material states that matchmaker’s role was really essential for creating families
in all parts of Georgia. There are many poems in Megrelian folklore reflecting this custom.

Megrelian men also trusted destiny, which is reflected in folklore.

Big wedding ceremony began in church. There are many rituals from pagan period mixedwith
Christianity which could not eliminate old customs.

In Georgian folklore there are many poems which prove that wedding ceremony was held in
churches and wine-cellars.

Wine-cellar had significant function in Megrelian tribes. It used to be a shrine and this is
proved by folk materials.

Wedding poems songs are of great importance for studying marriage as a folk phenomena.
“Kuchkhibedineri” (lucky or happy footer) was performed at the hearth to bring good luck to the
family.

Signs of praising family cult and fertility wore symbolic character in old poetry and prose

material.



Relations is a social phenomena. Megrelian folk provides us with a lot of materials based on
family links.

Drama performance was one of important parts of wedding ceremony. There is also a link
between the wedding toast and poetry. Wishes for family well-fare and fertility were formulated
similarly.

There is some material in folk relating to the right for consummation. It was ascribed at some
specific historical period and died out since it was not characteristic for Georgian culture.

Kidnapping a woman as betrothed was very common and spread throughout the world at
some phase of community evolvement. Kidnapping a woman was a marriage custom in Georgian
tribes as well and we can find some folk materials representing it.

Introducing the bride to husband’s family relatives by taking her to the water spring was also
customary and was associated to fertility cult and wore religious character.

Water supply was the biggest problem for Georgian people due to the lack of technique.
Many rules changed and fortunately water carrying and taking a bride to the water-spring remained

in the past as one of the ancients marriage rituals.
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