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Annotation
To the Paper on AReligidblg0&SiouathenXi X Gen
The Introduction overviews the relevancy of the topic, objectives, and tasks of the survey,

theoretical and practical value of the Paper, its scientific noveltgurvey outcomes, sources, and

historiography.
Chapter I of the Paper ARAdj ar a a0s ofttheeXIXe nd
Century) and the Religious Situation in the Re

merciless battles, Adjar has been subordinated to the Ottoman dominion in the 5@s of the XIX
century, aiming to eliminate every Georgian and Christian aspect in the region. This situation has
significantly hindered the development of Adjara region. However, the locals stillamtained
Georgian language ethnographic peculiarities and cultural traditions. And despite enhancement of
Muslim religion, the population still adhered to Christian traditions to some extent.

Chapter 1 o f -Ottomam PrBtests énrthe 04 oft 1 XIX century and the
RussiaOttoman War in 18771 8 7 8 0 d e s c roitomansrotests én Adjanatin the 70s of the
XIX century backed by Georgian society. Georgian people were actively engaged in the Russia
Ottoman war in 18771878 and local residenthave been fearlessly fighting to liberate the lost
territories from Ottoman dominion. The Chapter informs us about the passive position of Adjarian
population in the war and accession of the region by the Russi@eorgian Army almost without a
fight.

Chaper I 11 of the Paper #fAMuhajir of Adjarian
century and at the beginning of the 80s0 studi
the reasons thereof (with the leading reason of the imperial policy oft@man Empire and Russia),
its consequences for Adjara and the tragedy of the exiled, as well as the negative attitude of
Georgian society to the exile of compatriots to Ottoman Empire.

Chapter | V i A-80s afrtree XIX iCenturia and & @he beginng of the XX
Centuryo overviews t heecaomicsituationgn Agjaoa in 1880L804.IThea n d ¢
progress mostly in this period was evident in Batumi and less in rural areas. The-Chdypter

AEducational and Cul the 80®0s ofshe XIX @nturycand at the be§idnjng r a |

7



of the XX centuryo considers the educational si
mostly served as the main educational institutions for the wide strata of Georgian Muslims; and the
city institution i Georgian school was open since the 80s of the XIX century in Batumi, which was
quite successful and facilitated to approximation of Muslim and Christian Georgians and patriotic
inspiration of the youth; it was followed by opening of the techna schools and schools for the
girls, and many other private schools or for the national groups. All these developments at the end
of the XIX century created the conditions for opening of the Gymnasium for the girls and boys in
the city. However, the numbe of state schools in Adjara was still minor. Development of literacy
in the people and provision of information about Georgia required vigor activity. Since the end of
the 80s, Georgian society started the mass distribution of Georgian books in Adjarégs $ab
chapter widely overviews the journeys of Zakaria Chichinadze in Adjara for distribution of
Georgian books throughout the region, as well as opening of the Georgian Book Store in Batumi
and enactment of the libraries. Thesasb ha pt er i Cion in Baturailin th8 BOt9@s aftthe
Xl X century and at the beginning of the XX cen
cultural city, which has significantly triggered establishment and development of Georgian
Theater, Georgian Songs and ChoifThe subc hapt er APubl i c Life i n
intensification of public life in Batumi and gradual engagement of local society in common
Georgian life.

The Chapter V fAReligionk9®4d udds oOitohansandtdh e r |
anti-Geomian activity of the Mullahs arriving from Ottoman Empire to Adjara, distribution of
Islamic fanaticism and Turkish language thereby in the population, their propaganda about exile of
the local population to Ottoman Empire as Muhajirs. To counter this sittion, the part of Georgian
public figures and Adjarian mullahs intended to establish Muslim Theological School in Georgia to
educate the mullahgo-be. Georgian society intended to approximate to Georgian Muslims in
various ways, the most realistic and omal of which appeared culturaleducational activity, as
well as intensification of public life in Batumi. Georgian society abstained from speaking of
baptizing Adjarian population into Christians and never interfered in their religious life. It served

as the basis for the trust between the fraternal people. Adjarian people were also eager to

8



approximate to Christian Georgians. They respected Christianity and were even interested in
Christian services. At the end of the XIX century, the religious fanatimsdistributed by Ottoman
mullahs in Adjara and impact of Ottoman policy on Adjara population were mitigated. The
Chapter considers the situation of Orthodox Georgians settled in mostly Batumi and also in the
boroughs and villages of Adjara, as well as thproblems: delayed construction of the Churches,
absence of Georgian lingual services and liturgies triggered Georgian parish and clergymen to
solution of the problems and successful activity.

Chapter V also provides the information about the problerof Georgian Catholics in
Batumi, who due to absence of their Churches, were forced to attend Armenian Catholic Churches
but then, by the greatest meriof Patr AnselimoMgebrishvili and Stephan Zubalashvili, the Great
Catholic Church was erected in Batumin 1902. The Church has been blessed by the invited
Bishop, Baron E. Ropp, and construction of which allowed all Catholics hearing the service in their
native language. And the will of Georgian Catholics oirmenian Typicon in the hereofperiod of
time to move to the Latin Typicon has not been fulfilled. The Chapter tells us about the increased
number of Miaphysit Armenian population in Batumi at the end of the XIX century. They had
their own Miaphysit Church and their Church convened them under the Armean Nationat
Liberation Movement Flag. The Chapter ends with the information underlined that the national
and religious groups in Batumi peacefully eexisted and enjoyed the mutual respect. They often
cooperated, which facilitated to formation of the toleant and democratic milieu in Batumi.

The Paper is enclosed with the Conclusion and the Bibliography.
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